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The Cocos (Keeling) Islands 

comprises of 27 coral islands 

forming two atolls—situated 

2768km north-west of Perth 

and 3685km due west of 

Darwin —and is an isolated 

speck in the Indian Ocean. 
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Friday 16th December 2022  – Thursday 26th January 2023 

Seniors had  their early Christmas tea and thanked their 
many supporters. 

 

Photo source: Suka and Duka Seniors Group 

Shire have been busy with works on the 
Boat Ramp and Sandbagging on West 

Island. They also had their Staff      
Christmas lunch at Seafront Resaturant. 

 

Photo source: Shire of Cocos Keeling Islands 
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Rainfall Stats 

Latest to 16 December  2022: 
 

December Statistics 

35.4mm 

(not accurate) 

Latest 2022 Statistics: 

1752.6mm 

(not accurate) 

 

 
 

 

 

LATEST WEATHER 

www.bom.gov.au 

BOM have advised that rainfall is 

currently not being recorded.  Does 

anyone want to start recording 

backyard rainfall? 

Emergency Contact List 

AFP 9162 6600 

VHF  Ch20 
 

IOTHS WI Clinic 9162 6655 

IOTHS HI Clinic 9162 7609 

 VHF Ch24 
 

DFES HI 9162 7788 

DFES WI 9162 7777 
 

VMRS VHF Ch20 
 

Shire HI 9162 6649 
 

Watercorp 9162 6722 

Thumbs Up 

 To Shire for their works on 

the WI boat ramp and 
sandbagging on West 
Island.  

 

 To Coop for delivering our 

goods. 
 

 To Cocos Club for their 

hard work during the year! 
 

 Another massive thanks 

goes to the Sea Shepherd 
for cleaning our shores!  

 

 To the community for all 

their hard work and      
dedications they put in. 

 
 
 
 Feel free to email your  

thumbs up to the CRC for inclusion. 

Cocos (Keeling) Islands News                                                                                      Berita Pulu Cocos (Keeling) 
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Cocos Community News  (cont’d)                                                                                   Berita Masyarakat Cocos (seterusnya) 

In November nine Sea Shepherd Marine Debris Crew arrived to the Sea Shepherd IOT Trash Bash 22 for 2 
weeks to clean the beaches across 4 of the atoll’s islands. This is s the third time the crew have returned and 
this year the crew camped on DI to clean up the complete island. They managed to clean most of the island 
except for the very tip where the density was so high they just ran out of time to complete it.  
This year 8.2 tonnes of trash was removed from the beaches filling 1100 bags,  
with the weight of the consumer plastics a tonne more than in 2021 but less rope and nets were on the beach.  
 
This clean up was made possible by a supporter of Sea Shepherd Australia  who totally funded the IOT clean 
ups in 2022.  
 
Below is a break down from each island and includes the weight of ropes.  
 
Jetty to Jetty 272 bags - 1,729 kgs 
Twisk to Elephant Graveyard  74 bags - 398 kgs  
South Island Camping Pondok to Windward side hotspot  102 bags, 1,016 kgs 
Direction Island 266 Bags - 1,499 kgs  
Home Island Pulu Gangsa to NE past Power generators 386 bags  3,63 kgs 
 
The crew though exhausted after spending 13 days on the beach were pleased to be able to make a difference 
to these stunning beaches for the community and for marine life.  
 
Big thank you to all the community but in particular to  
Shire of Cocos Keeling Islands for their ongoing support and Thomas and all the guys who  
picked up all the trash from Direction, Home and West Island  
Levi Fowler, Cocos Seaview for transporting equipment to Direction Island 
Kylie and Ash James for their continuing support and helping with the transport of bags from South Island  
Pete McCartney for the amazing trip on the lagoon  
Annelies and Grahame for the cars 

SEA SHEPHERD NEWS 
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Cocos Community News (cont’d)                                                                                    Berita Masyarakat Cocos (seterusnya) 

9 

The West Island Tennis Club held their Annual General Meeting on 23 October, 2022.  

We would like to thank our outgoing committee and welcome our new office bearers: 

 

Jamie Lauritsen - Chair 

Adim Hajat - Secretary 

Trish Flores - Treasurer 

 

Call for membership for the 2023 tennis season will commence in mid February 2023. 
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Public Notices (cont’d)                                                                                          Notis – notis Umum (seterusnya) 

Earlier this year, the Australian Government established a new marine park in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of 
the Cocos (Keeling) Islands.  Its aim is to protect the unique marine environment, and to support positive social and 
economic outcomes for local communities.  
 
Minderoo Foundation’s OceanOmics team will be conducting a field trip to the Cocos (Keeling) Islands during      
November and December to survey the area’s sea-life.  The scientists will use a revolutionary process to analyse      
environmental DNA (eDNA) from samples of seawater. 
 
Around 44% of the world’s population live along coastlines that provide valuable ecological, economic, cultural and 
spiritual services.  
 
However, the cumulative effects of climate change and increasing pressures from urbanisation are affecting our 
coastal and oceanic ecosystems worldwide. The ocean is the largest, least understood and yet one of the most    
exploited realms on our planet. 
 
To mitigate current and future impacts, better information is required to inform effective management strategies, 
protection, and restoration plans.  
 
The OceanOmics program uses eDNA, - floating fragments of genetic material in seawater, containing critical      
information about the species living there - as a fast and non-invasive way to measure, understand, and protect life 
in the ocean.  
 
Minderoo Foundation’s work aims to accelerate innovation so that genomic analysis of eDNA using artificial        
intelligence and machine learning can generate more meaningful data that can be used and applied in the            
day-to-day operations of conservation and fisheries managers. The information collected from this voyage will    
establish the baseline from which to analyse and interpret any future changes in the surrounding ocean.   
 
The research vessel, Pangaea Ocean Explorer, has been equipped with shipboard laboratories to sequence and  
analyse eDNA at sea.  
 
Another part of the expedition to the Cocos (Keeling) Islands will be to test whether eDNA technologies can be 
used to detect fishing activity at the border of the marine park.  
 
Key findings, including information about the state of fish stocks, will be shared with the with Cocos Marine Care 
members.  

Manta Ray cleaning station inside the Cocos lagoon                         

(Collected under permit PA2022-00116-1) 

Cocos Marine Search Expedition  
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Public Notices (cont’d)                                                                                          Notis – notis Umum (seterusnya) 

Cocos Marine Search Expediton 
Pada awal tahun ini, Kerajaan Australia membina sebuah taman lautan baru dalam Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 
bahgian Pulu Cocos (Keeling). Tujuannya adalah untuk menjaga alam lautan yang unik, dan untuk menyokong hasil 
social dan ekonomik yang positif untuk masyarakat tempatan.  
 
Kumpulan OceanOmics dari Minderoo Foundation akan menjalankan pelawatan ke Pulu Cocos (Keeling) pada 
November dan December untuk survey kawasan kehidupan lautan. Scientists akan menggunakan proses 
revolutionari untuk menganalisa DNA alami (eDNA) daripada sampel ayer laut.   
 
Sekitar 44% daripada jumlah manusia didunia hidup dikawasan pantai yang memberikan serbis ekologikal, 
ekonomik, kebudayaan dan rohaniah yang berharga.  
 
Tetapi, kesan petukaran cuaca dan tekanan daripada tempat-tempat yang membesar yang sering bertambah 
sedang menjejaskan ecosistem pantai dan lautan diseluruh dunia. Lautan adalah yang paling terbesar, kurang 
difahami dan merupakan salah satu alam yang paling kita bergantung di planet kita.  
 
Untuk mengurangkan kesan pada masa ini dan dimasa hadapan, keterangan lebih baik diperlukan untuk 
menasihati strategi pengurusan yang berkesan, penjagaan dan rencana perbaikan.  
 
Program OceanOmics menggunakan eDNA, - keping-kepingan yang temambang dilautan mengandungi bahan 
genetik dalam ayer laut, mengandungi keterangan penting tentang jenis-jenis yang hidup didalamnya – sebagai 
cara yang paling cepat dan tidak mengganggu untuk mengukur, mengerti, dan menjaga kehidupan dalam lautan.  
 
Kerjaan Minderoo Foundation bertujuan untuk mencepatkan inovasi supaya analisa genomik dari eDNA 
menggunakan ‘artificial intelligence’ dan pelajaran mesin boleh menghasilkan data yang lebih bermakna yang 
boleh digunakan dan terpakai dalam operasi harian dalam perlindungan alam dan urusan pemancingan. 
Keterangan yang dikumpulkan daripada pelayaran ini akan membentuk garisan dasar daripada mana analisa dan 
pemahaman terhadap segala petukaran dimasa hadapan.   
 
Kapal research, Pangaea Ocean Explorer, telah dilengkapkan dengan laboratori sesuai dalam kapal untuk 
merangkaikan dan analisa eDNA dilautan.  
 
Sebahgian daripada pelayaran ke Pulu Cocos (Keeling) adalah untuk menyobak adakah teknologi eDNA boleh 
digunakan untuk mendapatkan aktiviti perikanan diperbatasan taman lautan.   

Coral reef scene showing the biodiversity inside the Cocos lagoon 

(Collected under permit PA2022-00116-1) 
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Blast From The Past 

Cocos Malay Dictionary 

WORDS 

 

Santa – Nek Krismas 
Christmas Light - Lampu Krismas 
Christmas Holiday - Cuti Krismas 

Present - Hadiah 
Singing - Menyanyi  

Feast - Makan/Jamuan  
Celebrations - Perayaan  
Fruit Cake - Kueh Pudin 

Biscuit - Biskuit 
Christmas Tree - Pokok Krismas 

FOOD 

 

Chicken Satay - Sate Ayam 

Vegies with Peanut Sauce - Gado Gado 

Sweet, Spicy Chicken - Ayam Masak Merah 

Spicy, Sweet and Sour Fish - Ikan 3 Rasa/Ikan Berias 

Chicken Rice - Nasi Ayam 

Coconut Rice - Nasi Lemak 

Fried Noodle - Mie Goreng 

Fried Rice - Nasi Goreng 

Rice Crackers - Kerak 

Fish flakes/floss - Serondeng  

 

 
 

Did You Know 

History and Culture                                                                                                              Sejarah dan Kebudayaan 

The Cocos Keeling Islands 
Museum was opened on 5th 
September 1987 on Home 
Island. The  museum was 

originally   located where the 
Shire  office is now.  

 
Artifacts and historic remains 

were relocated to the old 
Copra Shed which is now the 

museum.  
 

The museum is open to both 
local and visitors.  

 
Museum is open on Mondays 
and Wednesdays. For other 
days you need to collect the 

key at the Shire Office. 
 

Photo Source: 
Cocos As it Was  

We get a lot of visitors from many countries around the world. Some 
travel by plane and others take an adventurous journey over by yacht. 
Cocos is one of the many stops for the yachts to relax and stock up for 
their next journey ahead.  

We also get visitors that are part of the World Arc Rally. We will probably 
see many of them next year. 

 

Here is a photo of Direction Island shelter with visitors post and signage. 

 

Photo Source: Cocos As It was 
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Riddles/Brainteasers  

 

Who is the most impolite and 
disrespectful of all the reindeer? 
Rude-olf 
 
What do angry mice send to each 
other at Christmas time? 
Cross mouse cards 
 
Why did the little drummer boy allow 
the chicken to join him in his band? 
Because the Chicken had a drumstick 
 
I come with many colors, so beautiful 
and bright, I turn so many houses into 
a beautiful sight. What am I? 
Christmas lights. 
 
I’m a cookie you might like to eat,  
Some might say I’m a favored 
Christmas treat.  
I have brown arms, eyes, and don’t 
forget my feet. 
What am I? 
A gingerbread man. 
 
Where do Santa and Mrs. Claus enjoy 
going for a swim? 
The North Pool. 
 
What did Mrs. Claus say to Santa when 
she looked up in the sky? 
Looks like rain, dear. 
 
Santa was having problems with his 
legs and was unable to walk so he 
went to the hospital to ask the doctor 
if he could recommend something for 
him. What did the doctor give to Santa 
to help him to walk? 
A candy cane. 
 
How much did Santa pay for his 
sleigh? 
Nothing – it was on the house! 
 
Which one of Santa’s reindeer can you 
see in outer space? 
Comet. 

Fun Facts Animals  

 
1.  Hermit crabs are crustaceans belonging 
to the superfamily Paguroidea. There are 7 
different families and about 1100 species of 
hermit crabs living in many places around 

the world. 

2.  They have jointed limbs, claws, a hard 
exoskeleton, eyes on stalks, and two sets of 

antennae. 

3.  These unique soft-bodied creature are 

more closely-related to lobsters than crabs. 

4.  Terrestrial or "land hermit crabs" are 
more active at night and spend their days 
hiding from the sun. These are the type kept 

as pets. 

5.  They need friends! Despite their name, 
hermit crabs are social animals and ideally 

need to be in pairs or groups. 

6.  Unlike other crabs that make their own 
shells, hermit crabs seek shelter in the 
empty shells of other animals.Their shell is 
both their armor and their home, and they 
are are always on the lookout for new shells 

to accommodate their growing size. 

7.  Hermies are not picky eaters! They are 
omnivores and will scavenge for whatever 

plant or animal matter is available. 

8.  Both marine and land hermit crabs use 
gills for breathing. Land hermit crabs require 
very humid air (with at least 70% of 
humidity) to survive. Despite well-developed 
gills, land hermit crabs cannot breathe under 

the water. 

9.  Hermit crabs vary greatly in size; 
however, the average adult size is between 

2-6 inches long. 

10.  With proper care and in a suitable 
"crabitat," your pet hermies can live 10 years 

or longer!  

 DIY 
 

Christmas Lantern  
 

You will need 
• Paper lantern template printed out on 
paper or card stock  
• Scissors 
• double sided tape  
• Decorative (washi) tape  
• any jar lids (one per lantern)  
• butter knife, cutting mat and metal ruler 
for scoring 
• LED tealight candles (optional)  
 
How to 

1. I recommend scoring the fold lines 

before making the lanterns. To do 
this use a blunt butter knife to make 
a dent in it along the fold lines with a 
metal ruler. This will make it much 
easier to fold and give the lantern 
clean lines when finished. Then fold 
both forwards and backwards on the 
lines you’ve just scored. For younger 
kids you may need to do the scoring 
for them. 

2. Cut the rectangle shape of the 

lantern out and then fold in half and 
cut along the black lines. Unfold and 
you have the makings of your lantern.  

3. Put double sided tape around the 

outside of a standard jar lid.  

4. Wrap the paper lantern around the 

milk bottle cap and stick in place. 
You can use a small piece of double 
sided tape to stick at the top also. 
Then stick a strip of the washi tape 
around the base and top for 
decoration and to give it extra 
strength. To make the handle stick a 
piece of washi tape over the strip 
marked “handle” on the template, cut 
it out and attach to the lantern with 
double sided tape. 

 

Congratulations,  
you have just created your own 

lantern! 

Entertainment                                                                                                                                                     Hiburan 

https://www.thecrafttrain.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Paper-Lantern-template.pdf
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Entertainment                                                                                                                                                     Hiburan 

Cocos Resident Profile  

Name: Seriwati Iku 
 
Kampong Name: Mak Izahan 
 
Place of Birth: Home Island,  
Cocos (Keeling) Islands 
 
Where were you living before Cocos?  
Apart from the 11 years I lived in Perth,  
living the best years of my life :)  
it’s always been     Cocos. 
 
What did you do while living in Perth?  
Lived in Geraldton for 2 years while I completed  
high school. Moved to Perth, went to Edith Cowan  
University. Got my first real job as a Lab Assistant  
at Western Diagnostic Pathology so I was  
studying and working part-time. I then got a  
full-time job as a Lab Tech, doing soil and water 
analysis at Australian Laboratory Services (ALS). 
 
What are you doing now?  
I now work for the Cocos Keeling Islands Tourism Association as the Association Manager and Deputy President   
for the Shire of Cocos Keeling Islands. 
 
 
What are the top 3 things you love about living on Cocos?  
I don’t think I can do a top 3, there are just too many! I love living here because my family is here. I love the lifestyle 
here, it’s busy and relaxing at the same time. I love it when it’s   stinking hot and all you want  to do is jump into the 
ocean to cool down or lock yourself in an airconditioned room :) :) I love it when its pouring with rain and you’re doing 
absolutely nothing just sitting there listening to the rain drops and watching it as it falls and the sunsets, OMG, the 
display of colours just as the sun is about to set is just magical! 
 
Favourite sport/activity?  
I love being in the outdoors, gardening and camping are top 2 on my list of favorite things to do on Cocos. Massive 
MotoGP fan, its something we enjoy watching as a whole family. 
 
Favourite 3 places on Cocos?  
My only favorite place on Cocos is my garden in the front yard, it’s the best spot to watch the sun set. 
 
Favourite Cocos food? 
Bubur Ketan Hitam  
 
If you could change Cocos, what would you do first?  
Even with all the issues we are facing right now with freight, air services, cost of living and housing just to name a 
few…. (would be great if something can be done to improve them) but I wouldn’t change a single thing.  
It just wouldn’t be Cocos, you either love it or you don’t! 
 
If you were stranded on North Keeling Island for 1 year, what 3 items would you require?  
I would say matches, machete, and a fishing rod. 
 
List some of the things you are passionate about?  
3 things I’m passionate about, and they are family, travel, and food! I want to travel and experience the world with 
my family. I want to experience all the different places, people, their food their culture. 
 
What is your biggest accomplishment? 
Becoming a mum is my biggest accomplishment, I made a mini version of me! Having him in my life has turned my 
world upside down and inside out, and of course in the nicest possible way J 
Second to becoming a mum, I would say being the first woman to be elected to serve on Council and becoming 
Shire President was a proud moment. I must admit being on council is a lot different than I thought it would be,  
I thought I’d get in there and make all these changes but as it turns out it’s a lot more challenging than I thought but I 
have loved every second of it! 
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1 Rising star 
6 Instruments of war 
10 Cry from a crib 
14 Plain people 
15 Defensive ditch 
16 Hunter of fiction 
17 Radiotelephony response 
18 Confused impression 
19 Merciless one 
20 Lieu 
21 Uncomfortable 
23 Nuisance 
25 Flag 
26 Polish president Lech 
29 Circa 
31 Uproot 
33 Folk singer Phil 
37 Deed 
38 Japanese emperor 
41 Golf ball position 
42 Korean statesman 
44 Procession of automobiles 
46 Squeeze 
49 Chewed 
50 Sadat's predecessor 
53 Objective 
54 Island at the mouth of the St. 
Lawrence 
57 __ operandi 
61 Wild duck 
62 "If __ a Hammer" 
63 Eleniak of "Baywatch" 
64 Threesome 
65 Wood measure 
66 Best Actor of 1958 
67 Tale 
68 Far partner 
69 Rib 

Across Down 

1 Some bird calls 
2 Leave out 
3 Race distance 
4 Got away 
5 Former British colony in Africa 
6 Scope 
7 Throw the dice 
8 Handle without care 
9 Ancient Greek geographer 
10 Keepsake 
11 Birdlike 
12 Clergyman's quarters 
13 Wrath 
22 Sigma follower 
24 Fire 
26 Sport 
27 Chief 
28 Behind schedule 
29 Greek mount 
30 "__ ever so humble ..." 
32 Goals 
34 Crab part 
35 Pelt 
36 Tennis ranking 
39 Fast food order 
40 Embellish 
43 Greek vowel 
45 Heat unit 
47 VCR button 
48 Beethoven's Third 
50 Spruce 
51 End of __ 
52 Flight unit 
53 Light-headed 
55 Entertainment 
56 Scarlett's home 
58 Prima donna 
59 Island guitars 

60 Sound upstairs 

Sudoku Solutions Crossword Answer 

Games Page                                                                                                                                 Halaman Kemainan 
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Games Page (cont’d)                                                                                        Halaman Kemainan (seterusnya) 
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Games Page (cont’d)                                                                                        Halaman Kemainan (seterusnya) 
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What’s On Cocos                                                                                                                             Ada Apa Di Cocos 

A Cocos Moment 

 
Happy Birthday Sol for 9th Dec 

 
Happy Wedding Anniversaries 

Chem & Saufie/Mak & Pak Maezurra for 25th Dec, Mak & Pak Izara for 1st Jan, Mak & Pak Afiq for 26th Jan 

 
Wish to send loved ones special messages on their birthdays and anniversaries? Drop an email to CRC at Info@cocosislandscrc.cc 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 

Cocos “Feel Good” Stories 

 

Thankyou Cocos for the  love, laughter, joy, excitement, kindness, assistance, tears, shoulder, hugs, adventure, 

memories, moments, news, bond and many more that can be felt by the heart. It has been quite a journey for us all 

this year. During this festive season make sure to have a quiet time to yourself and look back on the times where 

you helped and made someone’s day a little brighter, this is what community is all about. You are the reason they 

smile, you are the reason they didn't give up, you are the reason they felt better, you are the reason they matter, 

you are the reason their voices are heard, you are the reason that bring us all together and you are the reason that 

we live in a safe and loving place.  

Photo Source: Shire of Cocos Keeling Islands 

Shire Christmas Lunch at Seafront Restaurant 
 

Shire’s staff with their presents from Secret Santa ho ho ho! It was a joyous event enjoyed by all staff.  
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Have Your Say 

Letters to the Editor will either be accepted or rejected by the Editor. Items need to be: 

• Accurate and/or factual 

• Not defamatory or inflammatory 

 

Please take into consideration our format when preparing your items/materials to make the 

most of the spaces available.   

 

The Atoll publication staffs reserves the right to edit the formatting of articles submitted for 

publication. 

 

To ensure a timely distribution of the newsletter, we request that all items/materials be 
forwarded before 3pm, 3 days prior to its distribution date. Please contact the Cocos CRC 

for deadlines and advertising rates. 

 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in articles in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the editors or other volunteers who work to 
produce The Atoll.  The editor has the right to withhold, edit or abbreviate items as considered necessary. No responsibility is accepted for 

any statement of opinion, any error or omissions. 

 

Advertisement Rates 

 

Please contact the Cocos Keeling Islands Community Resource Centre for a full rate schedule. 

Translation fees apply 

Materials should be emailed to: info@cocosislandscrc.cc 

 

Feedback and Suggestion 
 

We would love to receive your feedback or suggestions on what you would like to read in The Atoll. Please contact the CRC. 
 

Residential “The Atoll” Newsletter 

 

Would you prefer to recieve editions of The Atoll to your inbox, instead of a hard copy delivered to your door? 

Cocos residents have the option to register their email.   

To register your email address, please email info@cocosislandscrc.cc 

 
2023 The Atoll Subscription 

  
To non-residents, you can subscribe to The Atoll electronically by completeing this online form:   

https://cocosislands.snapforms.com.au/form/2023-atoll-subscription  

 

The production of The Atoll is a proud partnership between the Shire of Cocos Keeling Islands and       

Cocos Keeling Islands Community Resource Centre.  

 

 

Contact for The Atoll: 

Cocos CRC 

 
The next edition of The Atoll will be produced on:  

Edisi The Atoll selanjutnya akan dikeluarkan pada: 
 

Friday, 27th  January 2022 

All items/materials must be received by: 

Semua majalah mesti diterima sebelom: 
 

3pm,Tuesday 24th January 

Editor’s Page                                                                                                                                        Halaman Editor 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 

This is a FREE service for our Community. 

If you have a community event you would like to advertise, please contact our office with your details.   

P | 9162 7707    E | info@cocosislandscrc.cc   W | www.cocos.crc.net.au  

Community Events                                                                                                                      Acara Masyarakat  

2022  
 
 
 

17 DECEMBER 
Kids Christmas Party 

Cocos Club 
 
 

21 December 
Cocos Golf Club AGM and  

Presentation Dinner  
Golf Club 

 

 
31 DECEMBER 
New Years Eve 

Cocos Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2023  
 
 
 

25 JANUARY 
Cocos Club AGM 

Cocos Club 
 
 

18 MARCH 
West Island Market Day 

Cocos Islands CRC 
 
 

17 JUNE 
West Island Market Day 

Cocos Islands CRC 
 
 

16 SEPTEMBER 
West Island Market Day 

Cocos Islands CRC 
 
 

16 DECEMBER 
West Island Market Day 

Cocos Islands CRC 


