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The Cocos (Keeling) Islands 

comprises of 27 coral islands 

forming two atolls—situated 

2768km north-west of Perth and 

3685km due west of Darwin —

and is an isolated speck in the 

Indian Ocean. 
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Some snippets from the 2023 Barefoot Ball. Thank you Yacht Club for another 
fantastic Barefoot Ball. 

 
Photo Credit: Maui Pando & Ashley Bertram 

GEOFF’S BIRD NEWS 

Kylie James found a small bird on the    
Southern end of the runway.  

It turned out to be a Tree Pipit.  

Only the second one to have ever reached 
Australia.  

The only other one was also found on  Cocos 
in 2016, also on the edge of the  runway.  

These birds breed in Siberia then when it 
gets cold they fly south to Asia and Africa. 
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Rainfall Stats 

Latest to  

1 December  2023: 

 

December Statistics 

4.2mm 

(not accurate) 

 

Latest 2023 Statistics: 

1239.8mm 

(not accurate) 

 

 

 

LATEST WEATHER 

www.bom.gov.au 

Emergency Contact List 

AFP 9162 6600 

VHF  Ch20 
 

IOTHS WI Clinic 9162 6655 

IOTHS HI Clinic 9162 7609 

 VHF Ch24 
 

DFES HI 9162 7788 

DFES WI 9162 7777 
 

VMRS VHF Ch20 
 

Shire HI 9162 6649 
 

Watercorp 9162 6722 

Thumbs Up 

 For the Shire’s    

community grants 
program. Cocos   
Yoga are now      
enjoying new mats, 
blocks and eye    
pillows!              
Thank you/namaste.  

 

 To all involved in 

making the 2023 
Barefoot Ball a    
success!  

 

 To   
 

 
Feel free to email your  

thumbs up to the CRC for inclusion. 

Cocos (Keeling) Islands News                                                                                      Berita Pulu Cocos (Keeling) 

Administration Building (PO Box 1039) Cocos Keeling Islands WA 6799                     
P: 08 9162 7707   E: info@cocosislandscrc.cc   W: www.cocos.crc.net.au     

Proudly Support-

Our CRC recently held our Annual General Meeting, thank you 

to everyone for coming along and showing your support! 

 

A warm welcome to our new Committee: 

Chairperson    Penne Yorke 

Vice Chair       Megan Clunies-Ross 

Secretary        Ali Winfield 

Treasurer        Peter McCartney 

Committee      Karen Hope 

Committee      Azia Bulka 

Committee      Darling Elat-Rasa 

 

Thank you to our outgoing Committee and staff for a wonderful 

year, we look forward to providing our many services to the 

Community during 2024. 

 

Our Annual Report for 2022/2023 can be found on our          

website or hard copies are available from the West and Home 

Island CRC. 

https://www.cocos.crc.net.au/  
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Cocos (Keeling) Islands News (cont’d)                                                          Berita Pulu Cocos (Keeling) (seterusnya) 
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Cocos Community News                                                                                                   Berita Masyarakat Cocos 

Christmas Cut Off Dates for Cocos Islands 
Pharmacy Orders 
 
Due to the public holidays over the Christmas 
and New Year period, Island Pharmacy has 
worked with Altitude Island Logistics to ensure 
our deliveries will still fly to Cocos Keeling   
Islands each week. However, there will be slight 
changes in our Cut off times. 
 
Cut off 2pm Wednesday 20th December for 
Flight 26th December 
 
Cut off 2pm Wednesday 27th December for 
Flight 2nd January  
 
Please try and organise your medications for 
holidays and the Christmas/New Year Period as 
soon as you can to avoid any delays.  
 
Thank you and we wish you a safe and           
enjoyable holiday season.  
 
The Island Pharmacy Teams 
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Public Notices                                                                                                                            Notis – Notis Umum  
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Public Notices  (cont’d)                                                                                         Notis – Notis Umum (seterusnya) 
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 Blast From The Past 

Cocos Malay Dictionary 

 

Hat - Topi 

Head scarf - Tudung 

T-shirt - Baju 

Pants - Celana 

Singlet - Singelet 

Underwear - Kancut 

Bra - Korset 

Dress - Gaong 

Skirt - Sket 

Socks - Kaos 

A British hydrographer James Horsburgh charted the islands and calls 
them the Cocos-Keeling Islands in his sailing directory.  

He names one of the islands after himself.  

Did You Know 

History and Culture                                                                                                              Sejarah dan Kebudayaan 

Jukung’s parked on 
shore ready for next 

use. 
 

As seen in the photo, 
the people could be a  

couple with 2 kids. 
 

Photo Source:  
Cocos As it Was 
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POEM 

 
Let Kids Be Kids 

 
Let kids be kids; just let them be 

Princesses, pirates; let the bath be the 
sea! 

 
Let them stare at the sky and find animals 

in the clouds. 
Let them dance in the rain and sing out 

loud. 
 

Let them dream really big and wish upon a 
star. 

Let them feel the wind in their hair from the 
window of a car. 

 
Smell their dandelion bouquet like it's your 

favourite flower, 
For they will grow up in what seems like 

just an hour. 
 

Tell them bedtime stories each and every 
night. 

Let them sleep in the middle when they 
awake with fright. 

 
Shield them from evil and keep them from 

danger, 
But teach them of acts of kindness for 

complete strangers. 
 

Don't hurry them, overschedule them, and 
make them feel lost, 

For if this happens it will be you who will 
pay the cost! 

 
Let them build castles, do cartwheels, and 

find shells in the sand. 
If they need a little help, then please give 

them a hand! 
 

Let them walk barefoot and the grass tickle 
their feet, 

For it's the small things in life that will 
make them feel complete! 

 
Let them make couch cushion forts and 

sleep in a tent, 
For this is the way childhood was meant to 

be spent! 
 

Let them bring you breakfast in bed, let 
them burn your toast. 

Someday it will be times like this you will 
miss the most. 

 
Teach them how to serve others and be a 

good friend. 
If you teach all these things, their love will 

have no end. 
 

Teach them in life, not everyone will win. 
And when they lose they need to accept 

with a grin. 
 

It's not about the money you have and the 
things you have bought. 

Life is all about lessons that parents have 
taught! 

 
So let kids be kids, just let them be. 

And our world will be a better place for you 
and for me! 

 
By Jennifer Caldwell 

 

 
FUN FACTS 

Staghorn Coral  

The staghorn corals look like underwater plants but in reality, they are 
animals. The staghorn coral (Acropora cervicornis) generally occurs in large 
colonies. They have meshed branches like the elkhorn coral which looks like 
antlers. The thickness of a single branch ranges between 1-3 in (2.54-7.62 
cm). The colonies of staghorn coral show a wide range of coloration. They get 
their colors from the algae residing within the coral tissues. The staghorn 
coral's colors vary from golden tan to dark gray or pale brown. Some staghorn 
corals show excellent vibrant colors like purple, pink, and blue. The tentacles 
end in white tips. 

The corals are marine invertebrates. They look like plants so judging their 
cuteness does not stand to reason. However, they are one of the most 
beautiful creatures of the sea. 

Communication in corals takes place in the form of chemical signaling.      
They give off scents to attract fish toward them. 

The staghorn corals can grow up to a height of 4 ft (122 cm). They are 
smaller in size than the elkhorn corals. 

The staghorn corals do not move. They settle in a single position for their 
entire life. However, a broken branch piece from mature corals called a bud 
travels with the flowing water and settles in a position from where another reef 
might rise. 

The larval stage of a polyp is called a planula. 

The staghorn corals feed by two methods, they either prey on aquatic animals 
or get their nutrition by absorbing the nutrients created by algae. The 
tentacles have particular cells which help them to eat. Sometimes they have 
been observed to capture small fish too. The species of butterflyfish are 
sometimes found to eat staghorn corals.  

The polyps that form a coral reef are not poisonous. However, the tentacles of 
a staghorn coral are barbed and venomous. The poison helps the coral to 
capture their prey in the ocean. They eat through their pores present on the 
tentacles once the food gets struck by the poison. 

Did You Know… The staghorn polyp is a simultaneous hermaphrodite 
animal. They can release both male and female gametes. Some more 
examples of hermaphrodites are parrotfish, wrasse, and flatworm. 

Global warming and climate change have greatly affected the underwater 
coral population. The main threats that hinder their multiplying rate are coral 
disease and bleaching caused by climate change and pollution as well as the 
overfishing of many fisheries.   

New colonies of staghorn corals are formed by the multiplication of broken 
branches and these broken branch pieces, after settling into the substrate, 
give rise to another colony and so on. This process of reef-building continues 
from a single polyp that grows into large structures of several feet. Physical 
disturbances such as winds and waves help in the distribution of the staghorn 

coral population. 

 

 

Entertainment                                                                                                                                                     Hiburan 
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1 Betting setting 
6 Totes 
10 High spd. phone line 
14 Garlicky mayonnaise 
15 Amo, amas, ___ 
16 Lake or pond 
17 As a whole 
18 Biblical weed 
19 Complement of socks 
20 Deliverance 
22 Like some fans 
24 Ancient Greek 
marketplace 
26 "Le Morte d'Arthur" 
author 
27 Let off the hook 
30 Household task 
32 Butterfingers' 
exclamation 
33 Conductor Klemperer 
35 "Fiddle-faddle!" 
39 Early Microsoft offering 
40 Sawtooth mountains 
42 Broke bread 
43 Attentive 
45 "Doctor Zhivago" 
director 
46 Hand holders 
47 Some nobles 
49 Execrate 
51 Bicycle part 
54 Sanctified one 
56 Red wines 
58 Mideast metropolis 
62 Blow a gasket 
63 ___ facto 
65 Boadicea's people 
66 Pop singer Tori 
67 "___ Brockovich" 
68 English county  
69 Opera star Lily 
70 Force unit 
71 Article of faith  

Across Down 

1 Heraldic fur 
2 "___ kleine Nachtmusic" 
3 Desired result 
4 Like a good listener 
5 Farm fodder 
6 In a while 
7 Thurman of "Henry & 
June" 
8 "The World According to 
___"  
9 Sailors' patron 
10 Skewers 
11 1954-77 alliance 
12 Electrical appliance 
13 Geeklike 
21 "Ditto!" 
23 Tombstone brothers 
25 Person in a cast 
27 Carbonated quaff 
28 Common fund 
29 Basilica section 
31 Israeli dance 
34 Archer of legend 
36 Fabled racer 
37 Dough dispensers 
38 Compass direction 
40 Days-old 
41 Actress MacDowell 
44 Relief from wrong 
46 Embassy worker 
48 Secured again 
50 Join the military 
51 Abandon 
52 "Remember the ___" 
53 Philistine god 
55 Do penance 
57 Frisky 
59 Coal seam 
60 About, in memos 
61 ___ Cong 
64 Fall from grace  

Sudoku Solutions Crossword Answer 

Games Page                                                                                                                                 Halaman Kemainan 
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Games Page (cont’d)                                                                                        Halaman Kemainan (seterusnya) 
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What’s On Cocos                                                                                                                             Ada Apa Di Cocos 

A Cocos Moment 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wish to send loved ones special messages on their birthdays and anniversaries? Drop an email to CRC at Info@cocosislandscrc.cc 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 

Cocos “Feel Good” Stories 

2023 Barefoot Ball 

 

We shall dance in our best Cocos dress, bare foot… 

 
Photo Credit: Maui Pando 

 
Happy Birthday Syuhada 

Happy Birthday Zafeer 
Happy Birthday Kak Nah (Nainie) 

Happy Birthday Mishella 
Happy Birthday Pak Asif 

 

 



 24 

“THE ATOLL”  COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 

Edition 1/12/2023 

Have Your Say 

Letters to the Editor will either be accepted or rejected by the Editor. Items need to be: 

• Accurate and/or factual 

• Not defamatory or inflammatory 

 

Please take into consideration our format when preparing your items/materials to make the 

most of the spaces available.   

 

The Atoll publication staffs reserves the right to edit the formatting of articles submitted for 

publication. 

 

To ensure a timely distribution of the newsletter, we request that all items/materials be 
forwarded before 3pm, 3 days prior to its distribution date. Please contact the Cocos 

CRC for deadlines and advertising rates. 

 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in articles in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the editors or other volunteers who work to 
produce The Atoll.  The editor has the right to withhold, edit or abbreviate items as considered necessary. No responsibility is accepted for 

any statement of opinion, any error or omissions. 

 

Advertisement Rates 

 

Please contact the Cocos Keeling Islands Community Resource Centre for a full rate schedule. 

Translation fees apply 

Materials should be emailed to: info@cocosislandscrc.cc 

 

Feedback and Suggestion 
 

We would love to receive your feedback or suggestions on what you would like to read in The Atoll. Please contact the CRC. 
 

Residential “The Atoll” Newsletter 

 

Would you prefer to recieve editions of The Atoll to your inbox, instead of a hard copy delivered to your door? 

Cocos residents have the option to register their email.   

To register your email address, please email info@cocosislandscrc.cc 

 
2023 The Atoll Subscription 

  
To non-residents, you can subscribe to The Atoll electronically by completeing this online form:   

https://cocosislands.snapforms.com.au/form/2023-atoll-subscription  

 

The production of The Atoll is a proud partnership between the Shire of Cocos Keeling Islands and       

Cocos Keeling Islands Community Resource Centre.  

 

 

Contact for The Atoll: 

Cocos CRC 

 
The next edition of The Atoll will be produced on:  

Edisi The Atoll selanjutnya akan dikeluarkan pada: 
 

Friday, 15th December 2023 

All items/materials must be received by: 

Semua majalah mesti diterima sebelom: 
 

3pm,Tuesday 12th December 2023 

Editor’s Page                                                                                                                                        Halaman Editor 
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This is a FREE service for our Community. 

If you have a community event you would like to advertise, please contact our office with your details.   

P | 9162 7707    E | info@cocosislandscrc.cc   W | www.cocos.crc.net.au  

Community Events                                                                                                                      Acara Masyarakat  


